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Name ________________________Period____





Ousmane Sembene (1923 -               )

· “You will never be a good writer so long as you don’t defend a cause”—Sembene’s own philosophy as a writer

· Intense commitment to political and social change

· Expelled from school at age 14; he worked as a fisherman, a plumber, a bricklayer and mechanic

· Compares himself to the traditional African griots—a professional storyteller

· Became a filmmaker hoping to reach a larger audience

· “Tribal Scars” is a tale of oppression and resistance with meaning and relevance for contemporary society

Dilemma/Historical Context

· dilemma—a situation where no action will have a totally desirable outcome

· Historical events, traditions and practices that furnish the background for a work of fiction

· Knowing the historical context lends meaning to the plot, characters’ attitudes, motives and the theme

· “Tribal Scars” takes place about 200 years ago in West Africa—area infamous for bloody raids that provided “human” merchandise for the slave trade

· Slave trade was a system of interdependent parts—greed, persecution, oppression and terror

· Constant demand for slaves because they would be beaten, shot or worked to death

· Slave hunters—usually Africans—raided villages, terrorizing, capturing and selling their fellow Africans

· “Tribal Scars” relates the terror and helps us to understand the symbolism of the scars

· Shows the distinction between surviving and living

“Tribal Scars”  (pp. 1392-1400)
1. What is significant about Saer’s questioning at the beginning of this story?  _______________________________________________________________________________________

2. What was Amoo’s reason for attacking the African?  ____________________________________________

3. What was Momutu’s reason for attacking the African? __________________________________________

4. Why won’t Amoo drink with Momutu?  _______________________________________________________________________________________

5. What was Momutu’s plan for Amoo and Iome? ________________________________________________

6. On p. 1397 Momutu spoke of a choice he made—what was that choice? _______________________________________________________________________________________

7. What was Amoo’s dilemma regarding his wife?  _______________________________________________________________________________________

8. How did Amoo solve his dilemma with his wife?  _______________________________________________________________________________________

9. What was Amoo’s dilemma regarding his daughter at the end of the story?  _______________________________________________________________________________________

10. When the slave hunters returned and caught Iome, what happened to her?  _______________________________________________________________________________________

11. At the end of the story who was “living” and who was “surviving”?  _______________________________________________________________________________________

12. Refer back to your description of the picture on p. 1400; now describe what you believe it shows in relation to the story—“Tribal Scars”?  _______________________________________________________________________________________


